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CLAIMS: The following is a listing of all claims in the application with their status and the text of 
all active claims. 

1* (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computerized classification system, [ comprising th o following 
means] comprising : 

(a) a processor, for organizing entities that have different types, 

(b) means for organizing some or ail of said entities in a tree, with parent-child relationships, so 
that said entities correspond to the nodes of said tree, where it is not necessary that a 
graphical representation of said tree exists, 

(c) means for managing, at least, category-entities and criterion-entities, and optionally also 
instance-entities, 

(d) a memory, for storing the data associated to said entities, 
wherein: 

i said instance-entities [might] correspond to objects, concepts, events* characteristics, ideas 
or [ other entity typ e] any type of object belonging to any realm of reality, 

ii the purpose of said category-entities is to create different classes to which said instance- 
entities can be assigned, 

iii the purpose of said criterion-entities is to create different classification criteria, after which 
different category-entities can be created, 

iv [ oa i d criterion entiti e s con be child nodes of the oatogory entities oould aftomnto, so that a 
criterion entity could bo the parent of a category entity and vioo v e rsa, and a criterion entity 
can bo parent of othor oritorion entiti es^] 

v at least one of said criterion-entities is: 

a. the child node of one of said category entities, or 

b. the child node of another one of said criterion entities, or 

c. the child node of one of said category entities and the child node of another one of said 
criterion entities. 

vi at least one of said criterion-entities does not belong to a group of criterion nodes ass ociated 
to the feature of criteria replication . 

whoroin paid system can be of different typoo, ouoh as for example one of tho following ones: 

on indopendont computerized system that comprises a scr ee n and other moans, 

a computerized system that might not have a goroon but which oomprioOG telecommunication 

moans for tho uoor of tho invention to connect with said system, in a woy that in order for said 
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user to establish said connection, said user might uso a second computerized sygtcm that 
might have a screen, 
a different typo of oyotom with different oharaot e rigtioo. 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in claim 1, further comprising means 
for showing an arboreal structure that represents said tree, [ wherein there might oxist different 
ways to implement said arboreal straetoey] wherein [ it is po s sibl e that] all of the instance-entities, 
or only part of them, or none of them appear in said arboreal structure, whore it happens that: 

i tho instance entities that app e ar in said arboreal-structure -could bo roprosontod as belonging 

to all the category ontrtioo to whioh thoy bolong or only to oom e of th e m ; 

« — in said arboreal structure, tho criterion e ntities and the cat e gory entities eould alternate, so 
that a criterion entity oould bo the parent of a category-entity and vic e v e rsa, and a criterion - 
entity con bo parent of other oritorion entities J 

and wherein in [s«©h] said arboreal structure, the category-instances that are child nodes of 

criterion-instances can have the same level of indentation or a different level of indentation as 

said parent criterion-instances. 

3. (CANCELED) 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) Tfce [A] system as claimed in claim 2, further comprising means 
for emphasizing the criterion-entities with respect to the rest of entities in said structure, wherein 
said means [ eould b e for examp l e ] com prises one or more of the following means: a special text, 
a special font type, or a special font format [, or other moans ]. 

5. (CANCELED) 

6. (CANCELED) 

7. (CANCELED) 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in claim 2, further comprising means 
for modifying said tree wherein said modifying comprises adding or removing entities.f — such - as 
for o xamplo for adding or removing entities — without requiring to modify tho number of contro l s 
that oxist in tho graphiooi interface in which said arbor e al - structure is shown, oo that th e only 
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modification that is necessary to moko is to modify tho s ot of nodes that exist in said arboreal 
stei cture.] 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in claim 2> [ further comprising moano 
for categorizing i nstonoo entities in such as way - that th e user adds an instance entity in difforont 
positions of said arbor e al s tructure and s aid s ystem cr e ates a cla s sification for said instanc e e ntity 
that reflect s- th e category- entities that oppoor as par e nt node of said instance entity. ] further 
comprising: 

(a) means for adding at least one instance-entity as child node of one or more category-entities, 

(b) means for identifying said one or more category-entities. 

(c) means for creating a classification string that comprises the codes of said one or more 
category-entities, 

(d) means for assigning: said classification string to said instance-entity. 

10. (CANCELED) 

11. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in claim 1, further [comprising ] 
comprising: 

(a) means for adding at least one instance-entities as child nodes of one or more category- 
entities, 

(b) means for identifying the criterion-entities that are complete, incomplete and neutral, for said 
instance entities. 

so that the user can assess whether there exist too many selected category-entities or too few, in 
order to make a correct [ categorization] classification of one or more instance-entities. 
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12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in claim 1, further [ compri s ing moans 
for performing searches on instance entities, so tfaot the search strings are built nftor - ono or more 
category e ntities or in stance entities that might hav e b ee n s e l e ct e d. ] comprising: 

(a) means for choosing one or more category-entities 

(b) means for identifying the codes that are associated to said one or more category-entities that 
have been chosen, 

(c) means for creating a search string which comprises said codes and optionally one or more 
boolean operators, 

13* (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] system as claimed in claim 1, further comprising: 

(a) means for classifying instance-entities by using [certain] classification strings, wherein: 

i said classification strings are character strings, 

ii said classification strings are characterized by being a concatenation of [fee] a plurality of 
codes [ assigned to said instanoo ontiti e s ], wherein said plurality of codes [can bo of 
sovorol typoo, such as for example ] comprises one or more of th e following types of 
codes: 

codes of one or more of the category-entities to which each instance-entity is assigned, 
codes of one or more of the criterion-entities [ to which said category ontitios bolong j 
which are ancestor nodes to said category^entrties. 
[ other t y pos of cod e s^ 

iii said classification strings comprise certain separating characters that allow to distinguish 
where each of the codes starts and ends, with the purpose of eliminating the ambiguity 
created by the same characters existing in different codes, 

(b) [ and wherein thorp exist ] means for storing said classification strings in a database, [ go that 
thoy can be] either stored in a single field or in several fields in a disaggregated fashion [, and 
wherein said database can bo a relational database or other type of databa se]. 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A} system as claimed in [ claim 11] claim 13, [furth e r 
comprising moans for searching inotanoo ontitioo by using s aid classification string s y whoroin said 
search is paood on finding the instances in whoso olnooifioation strings there e xist c e rtain sot s of 
charaotcro, for whioh said moans eon uao mechanisms such as the expre s sion "LIKE" of SQL 
(Structured Query Language) or other similar meohorusnasr] further comprising : 
(a) means for creating a database query bv adding operator s of a database query language, 
wherein one of these operators can be the operator "LIKJE" of SQL (Structured Query 
Language^ and bv adding codes of one or more category-entities. 
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. (b) means for executing a search over instance-entities bv applying said database query to said 
field or fields of instance-entities which contain said classification strings. 



15. (ORIGINAL) A computerized method for classifying entities of different types, comprising the 
following steps: 

(a) adding category-entities and criterion-entities to the classification and, optionally, also adding 
instance-entities* wherein 

a. said instance-entities [flMght] correspond to objects, concepts, events, characteristics, 
ideas or [ other entity typ e] any type of object belonging to any realm of reality, 

b. the purpose of said category-entities is to create different classes to which said instance- 
entities can be assigned, 

c. the purpose of said criterion-entities is to create different classification criteria, after 
which different category-entities can be created, 

(b) organizing some or all of said entities in a tree, with parent-child relationships, so that said 
entities correspond to the nodes of said tree, where it is not necessary that a graphical 
representation of said tree exists, and wherein: 

i at least one of said criterion-entities is: 

a. the child node of one of said category entities, or 

b. the child node of another one of said criterion entities, or 

c. the child node of one of said category entities and the child node of another one of 
said criterion entities. 

ii at least one of said criterion-entities does not belong to a group of crite rion nodes 
associated to the feature of criteria replication . 

[ whoroin aaid -method is based on a computerized oystom that can b e of different typos, suoh ao 
for oxomplo one of the following onoo: 

.j an independent computerized method that comprises a aorocn and othor monno, 

-h — a computerized method that might not have a goroon but which comprises t e l ec ommunication 
moans for the uoor of the invontion to oonnoot with said mothod, in a way that in order for 
paid user to establish aaid ^er nnn ^ nn , qnift " * ™ r mi 'g ht a-seeead oompiitorimd method that 
might have a o or ee n, 
iii a different typo of mothod with different characteristic s . ] 

16, (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] method as claimed in claim 15, further comprising the 
step of showing an arboreal structure that represents said tree, [ wh e rein - thoro might oxiot different 
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ways to imptomont 




wherein it is possible that all of the instance-entities, 



or only part of them, or none of them, appear in said arboreal structure, [ and whoro it happens 

tVirtf • 

i th e instanoo entities that appear in said orboroal atruoturo could bo represented as belonging 

to all the category entities to whioh thoy belong or only to go mo of thorn, 

ii in said arboreal structuro, the oritorion entiti e s and th e category entities oould alternate, s o 
that a crit e rion e ntity could bo tho parent of a category entity and vice versa, and a criterion 
e ntity can bo parent of other criterion entities, ] 

and wherein in [sueh] said arboreal structure, the category-instances that are child nodes of 

criterion-instances can have the same level of indentation or a different level of indentation as 

said parent criterion-instances. 

17. (CANCELED) 

18. {CANCELED) 

19. (CANCELED) 

20. (CANCELED) 
21- (CANCELED) 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The fA] method as claimed in claim 16, further comprising the 
step of modifying said tree, wherein said modifying comprises adding or removing entities.! — 
suoh as for example for adding or removing e ntiti e s — without requiring to modify tho number of 
controls that oxtat in the graphical interface in wbioh gaid arboreal structuro is shown, go that th e 
o nly modifipa t ion that it necessary te make - « « tn m ratify th « not nf nnrion that oxiat in said 
orboroal struc ture?} 

23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] method as claimed in claim 16, [ further comprising tho 
at op of c at e gorizing ingtrrnnr* pntitfri in such " n *hnt thn »nnr nrldn nn instanco entity in 
dif fe re nt po = iti o n3 of flnid arborrfil stoseSare n" H ™* nyntnrm ronton n olnaaifionlion for oaid 
instance entity that roflocto tho category cmtitioa that appoar as parent node of oaid instanoo 
fltmy?] further comprising the steps of: 

(a) adding one or more instance-emit ies as child nodes of one or more categ ory-entities. 
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(b) identifying said one or more category-entities, 

(c) creating a classification string that comprises the codes of said one or more category-entities. 

(d) means for assigning said classification string to said instance-entity. 

24. (CANCELED) 

25. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] method as claimed in claim 15, further comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) adding at least one instance-entities as child nodes of one or more categorv^entities. 

(b) identifying the criterion-entities that are complete, incomplete and neutral, for said instance 
entities, 

so that the user can assess whether there exist too many selected category-entities or too few, in 
order to make a correct categorization of one or more instance-entities, 

[ tho stop of categorising infltnnoo entities,- who ro said st e p comprises tho following substops: 

(a) said classification strings ore oharaotor strings, 

(b) automatically identifying th o criterion ontitios that arc complete, inoomploto and neutra lise 
that tho user con assess whothor there exist too many selected category entities or too fow.] 

26. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method as claimed in claim IS 9 further [comprising tho 
stop of performing s e arches on instanco-ontitios^ so that tho search strings aro built aftor one or 
more category ontnico or instnnoo ontitio s mat might have boon oolootod .] comprising: 

(a) choosing one or more category -entities 

(b) identifying the codes that are associated to said one or more category-entities tha t have been 
chosen 

( c ) creating a search string which comprises said codes and optionally one or mo re boolean 
operators. 

21. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] method as claimed in claim 15, further comprising the 
[step] steps of: 

(a) classifying instance-entities by using {eertam] classification strings, wherein: 
i said classification strings are character strings, 
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ii said classification strings are characterized by being a concatenation of [the] a plurality of 
codes [ as s igned to said instance e ntities ], wherein said plurality of [codes o a n bo of 
se v e ral typoo, suoh as for example, ] comprises one or more of the following types of 
codes: 

codes of one or more of the category-entities to which each instance-entity is assigned, 
codes of one or more of the criterion-entities [to which said category-entities belong] 
which are ancestor nodes to said category-entities, 
[ other type s of cod es , -} 

iii said classification strings comprise certain separating characters that allow to distinguish 
where each of the codes starts and ends, with the purpose of eliminating the ambiguity 
created by the same characters existing in different codes, 

(b) [ and wherein said olasoification strings might bo stored ) storing said classification strings in a 
database, [ so that - thoy oan bo stored] either in a single field or in several fields in a 
disaggregated fashion b and wherein said databas e oan be a relational database or other t>po 
of database ] . 

28* (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The [A] method as claimed in [claim - 2 7 ] claim 27, [further 
ee mprising th e stop of oearobing instance e ntities by using said claosLSotttion Dtringo, wherein 
said search b bac e d on finding tho infftfl r>r,ftr 1 ' n whose piin^ffionrinn rtrinrm there axiot oortam se ts 
ej^eh araotoro, for which said mean s oan use mechanisms such as the expr e ssion "LIKE" of SQL 
(Struoturod Qu e ry Language) or other similar mechanisms] further comprising the steps of: 

(a) creating a database query by adding operators of a database quer y language, wherein one of 
these operators can be the operator "LIKE" of SOL (Structured Query Language) and b y 
adding codes of one or more category-entities, 

(b) executing a search over instance-entities bv applying said database query to said field or 
fields of instance-entities which contain said class ification strings. 

29. (CANCELED) 

30. (CANCELED) 

31. (CANCELED) 
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32. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer program embedded in a computer readable storage 
medium that, when executed by one or more processors of a computer, allows said one of more 
processors to perform the method of claim 15. f folio wing stops: 

(a) creating a classification of entities , 

(b) adding oatogory ontitios and criterion - entities to the classification and, optionally, also adding 
instaneo - ontitios, wherein 

4 s aid instance entities might correspond to objects, concepts, events, characteristics, ideas 

or other entity typo belonging to any realm of reality, 
« — die purpose of said ootogory ontitios is to oroato different classes to which said instano e 

entities eon be assigned ? 
iii tho purpose of said criterion - entities is to oroato differ e nt olas G ification criteria, after 

which different category -e ntiti e s can bo crea ted? 

(c) organizing somo - or all of said e ntiti es in a tree, with parent child relationships, so that said 
entiti e s correspond to tho nod e s of said tree, whoro it is not n e c e ssary that a graphical 
representation of s aid tr ee-e x is t s.] 

33. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer readable storage medium containing computer 
executable instructions that, when interpreted by one or more processors of a computer, allows 
said one of more processors to perform the method of claim 15 . [tho following steps: 

(a) creating a classification of entities, 

(b) adding cat e gory entitie s and criterion ontitios to tho classification and, optionally, also ad&ng 
instance ontitios ? whoroin 

i said instance ontitios might corre s pond to objects, concepts, e v e nts, oharaotoriatjoa, ideas or 
other entity typo bolonging to any roahn of reality, 

ii the purpose o f Joid eategety rmtitirua tn ^runto Hiffamnf nlnnr . r>n tn which Raid mst aaee- 
entities eon bo assigned^ 

iii tho purpOQO of said oritorion entities is to creat e different classification criteria, after which 
diff e r e nt category ontitios can bo cr e at e d, 

(c) organizing some or all of said ontitios in a tree, w ith parent child r e lationships, so that said 
entities oorrospond to tho nodos of said tree, wh e re it is not nooosoary that a graphioal 
representation of saidtroo exists, j 

34. (NEW) The system of claim 1 wherein at least one of said category entities is the child node of 
another one of said category entities. 
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35. (NEW) The method of claim 15 wherein at least one of said category entities is the child node of 
another one of said category entities. 

36. (NEW) The method as claimed in claim 16, further comprising the step of emphasizing the 
criterion-entities with respect to the rest of entities in said structure, wherein said step comprises 
one or more of the following substeps: a special text, a special font type, or a special font format. 
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